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PRESS RELEASE 
Brussels, March 2, 2022, 5:40 pm CET 

 

TESSENDERLO GROUP PLANS NEW ORGANIC FERTILIZER PRODUCTION LINE IN 
FRANCE 
 
Tessenderlo Group announced today that it plans to construct a new production line for organic 
fertilizers in Vénérolles (Aisne, France). The new line will focus on the production of organic pellets for 
its growth unit Violleau, responding to the rising demand for organic fertilizers. It is scheduled to be 
operational with effect from Q1 2023 and it will be constructed on the site of Akiolis’ manufacturing 
plant in Vénérolles. Thanks to the contribution of meat and bone meal and animal proteins (category 
2 and category 3) from Akiolis (Bio-valorization segment), Violleau is able to offer products with a high 
concentration of nitrogen and phosphorus, which are particularly appreciated in the sector of organic 
farming.  
 
In 2021, Tessenderlo Group created a new growth unit, “Violleau”, to support the growth of organic 
agricultural solutions in Europe. Violleau specializes in the production of organic amendments and 
fertilizers from animal and vegetable matter as well as the commercialization of biocontrol products. 
Violleau’s organic and organo-mineral formulations that are made in France, in compost or pellets, can 
be used in organic and conventional agriculture for applications in field crops, vineyards, arboriculture, 
market gardening, or green spaces. 
 
“With the new production line in Vénérolles, we are further expanding our local presence in the organic 
fertilizer market. Our new production line responds to the growing demand for organic fertilizers from 
the European market, which is in line with the European Union's Farm to Fork Strategy,” explained 
Didier Coppieters, GU Director of Violleau. “At the same time, we will also ensure a better service to 
the agricultural market in Northern France and Belgium thanks to the strategic location in Vénérolles,” 
adds Dominique Billard, General Manager Violleau France. Violleau already operates a production 
plant in La Ronde en Deux-Sèvres (France). 
 
“By producing these new products in Vénérolles, we are closing the loop towards organic farming by 
valorizing side streams of growing animals,” adds Gilles Cogny, Executive Vice President of Akiolis. 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 

2/2 

 

 
About Tessenderlo Group 
Tessenderlo Group is a diversified industrial group that focuses on agriculture, valorizing bio-residuals, energy, 
and providing industrial solutions with a focus on water. The group employs more than 4,800 people, is a leader 
in most of its markets and recorded a consolidated revenue of 1.7 billion EUR in 2020. Tessenderlo Group is listed 
on Euronext Brussels and is part of Next 150 and BEL Mid indices. Financial News wires: Bloomberg: TESB BB – 
Reuters: TESB.BR – Datastream: B:Tes 
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This press release is available in Dutch, French and English on the corporate website www.tessenderlo.com. 
 
Disclaimer 

This document may contain forward-looking statements. Such statements reflect the views of management regarding future events at the 

date of this document. Furthermore, they involve known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors that may cause actual results to 

be different from any results, performance or achievements expressed or implied by such forward-looking statements. Tessenderlo Group 

provides the information in this press release as at the date of publication and, subject to applicable legislation, does not undertake any 

obligation to update, clarify or correct any forward-looking statements contained in this press release in light of new information, future 

events or otherwise. Tessenderlo Group disclaims any liability for statements made or published by third parties (including any employees 

who are not explicitly mandated by Tessenderlo Group) and, subject to applicable legislation, does not undertake any obligation to correct 

inaccurate data, information, conclusions or opinions published by third parties in relation to this or any other press release it issues. 
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